Student Learning Outcomes for Geography Courses: Fall 2009


Student Learning Outcomes for GEOG 102: Cultural Geography Lecture:

1.
Students will differentiate between population pyramids for core countries (more developed countries) and peripheral countries (less developed countries) on a series of exam questions.

2.
Students will compare and contrast origin areas (cultural hearths) of major world religions with modern distributions of major world religions on a series of exam questions.

Student Learning Outcomes for GEOG 106:

Geographic Perspectives on the Environment:

1.
Students will distinguish among perpetual, renewable, non-renewable, and potential resources within a series of examination questions.

2.
Students will identify specific consequences of atmospheric warming (global climate change), including shifts in global climate zones and precipitation, sea level rise and coastal flooding, stresses on terrestrial and marine species, and increased incidence of disease vectors within a series of examination questions.

Student Learning Outcomes for GEOG 110: Physical Geography Lecture:

1.
Students will locate climate regions on a world map, using Köppen classification terminology, on a series of exam questions.

2.
Students will synthesize key lines of latitude and longitude into an understanding of seasons and time zones on a series of exam questions.

3.
Students will chart (map) physical hazards, including earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis, landslides, wildfires, and drought, on a world map on a series of exam questions.

Student Learning Outcomes for GEOG 111: Physical Geography Laboratory:
1. 
Students will compute and convert metric (SI) and English units of measurement on lab exercises and lab quizzes.

2. 
Students will locate major world cities, given latitude and longitude information, and will identify latitude and longitude information, given major world cities.

3. 
Students will generate field data and synthesize knowledge within lab exercises, including Humidity, Climate Classification, and Mill Creek laboratories.

Student Learning Outcomes for GEOG 114: Weather and Climate:

1.
Students will comprehend the distribution of major world climates by understanding the interrelationship of seasonal insolation, mobile zones of wind, atmospheric pressure, and warm and cool ocean currents within selected mapping exercises.

2.
Students will demonstrate the impact of latitude and season on insolation (incoming solar radiation) received at the Earth’s surface on a take-home exercise that asks students to consider changing solar path length through the atmosphere.

Student Learning Outcomes for GEOG 120: World Regional Geography:

1.
Students will interpret regional economic health and specialization by examining core, semi-peripheral, and peripheral states within an exam essay question that asks students to locate the East Asian region within a world-systems perspective.

2.
Students will locate hearth regions for major world religions, as well as the current distribution of major world religions on a world map exercise.

Student Learning Outcomes for GEOG 285:

Honors in Physical Geography Laboratory:

1. 
Students will compute and convert metric (SI) and English units of measurement on lab exercises and lab quizzes.

2. 
Students will locate major world cities, given latitude and longitude information, and will identify latitude and longitude information, given major world cities.

3. 
Students will generate field data and synthesize knowledge within lab exercises, including Humidity, Climate Classification, and Mill Creek laboratories.
